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SUBJECT: CONEINDUSTRIA POSITION ON ENERGY 

REE: ROME 1599- 1518 

1. ECON-COMM MINISTER CALLED ON FRANCO MATTEL DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
CONFEDERATION OF ITALIAN INDUSTRY (CONFINDUSTRIA) TO DISCUSS 
PRESS REPORTS THAT HIS ORGANIZATION IS PREPARING EXTENSIVE STUDY 
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ITALIAN POSITION ON PRICE LEVELS AND ALTERNATE SOURCES. 

2. MATTEI CONFIRMED THAT STUDIES ARE UNDER WAY AND ACCEPTED 
ECMIN'S SUGGESTION THAT EMBASSY PROVIDE INFORMATION AND VIEWS FOR 
CONFINDUSTRIA RESEARCH SERVICE. 

3. MATTEI WAS CRITICAL OF POOR GOI STAFF WORK, INADEQUATE PRE- 
PARATION AND LACK OF COHERENT POLICY. IT IS FAR THIS REASON 
CONFINDUSTRIA HAS DECIDED BOTH TO TRY TO IMPROVE ITALIAN EFFECT- 
IVENESS IN lEA AND TO INFLUENCE GOI TOWARD ITS VIEWS. 

4. HE IS PRINCIPALLY CONCERNED OVER GUARANTEED LEVELS OF PRICES. 
WHILE NOT OPPOSED TO THE LOGIC AND ANALYSIS OF US THINKING, HE 
WILL BE AIMING FOR AN ITALIAN (AND EC) POSITION WHICH WOULD NOT 
FREEZE PRICES AT TOO HIGH A LEVEL. MATTEI PRESONALLY FEELS THAT 
A MINIMUM PRICE OF $6 TO $7 PER BARREL WOULD BE CONSIDERED QUITE 
ACCEPTABLE, SINCE THIS LEVEL WOULD PERMIT ITALIAN INDUSTRY TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO BE AN EVENTUAL AND INEVITABLE 
BREAK IN OIL PRICES AND ALSO TO MAINTAIN ITS COMPETIVE POSITION 

IN THE FACE OF GROWING INDUSTRIAL COMPETITION FROM NON-EC SOURCES 
AND IN PARTICULAR FROM NEW NORTH AFRICAN INDUSTRY. FOR THIS 
REASON, HE THINKS THE EVENTUAL CONFINDUSTRIS POSITION WILL BE VERY 
CLOSE TO THAT SUGGESTED BY SIMONNET AT HIS FEB 12 PRESS CONFERENCE 
(EC BRUSSELS 01254). 

5. COMMENT: THE STRUCTURE OF ITALIAN INDUSTRY IS SUCH THAT IT IS 
WITHOUT DOUBT THE MOST EXPOSED TO COMPETITION FROM OIL PRODUCERS 
AND OTHER NON-IEA COUNTRIES WHO WOULD NOT BE BOUND BY ANY 
MINIMUM OIL PRICE AGREEMENT. THIS COMPETITION WOULD BE PAR- 
TICULARLY ACUTE IN IMPORTANT NON-IEA MARKETS. VOLPE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ENERGY, POLICIES, SURVEYS, PRICE CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ROME02224 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750055-0295 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750241 /aaaabksc.tel 

Line Count: 91 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: ROME 1599- 1518 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 APR 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <15 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONFINDUSTRIA POSITION ON ENERGY 
TAGS: ENRG, IT, CONFINDUSTRIA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



